Except the sign of Jonah
MONDAY OCTOBER 12 (Lk 11,29-32)

Jesus goes up to Jerusalem for the Passover feast, enters the temple and purifies it. The Jews are asking for a sign attesting to his authority as God’s true prophet: “Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money-changers seated there. He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables, and to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” His disciples recalled the words of scripture, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe the scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.” (Jn 2,13-22). This same request was always addressed by scribes, Pharisees, and chief priests. 

While in Jerusalem he gave the sign of “the resurrection of his body which they pierced because he was nailed to the cross,” today he gives the sign of Jonah instead. What does this sign consist of? Scripture records that Jonah was sent by God to preach in Nineveh. But he refused to obey and boarded a ship to flee far from the Lord. A great storm broke out in the sea. Discovering that everything had happened because of him, with great regret, he was thrown into the sea by the sailors. Here’s how the story continues: “But the LORD sent a great fish to swallow Jonah, and he remained in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. Jonah prayed to the LORD, his God, from the belly of the fish: Out of my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me; From the womb of Sheol cried for help, and you heard my voice. You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the sea, and the flood enveloped me; All your breakers and your billows passed over me. Then I said, “I am banished from your sight! How will I again look upon your holy temple?” The waters surged around me up to my neck; the deep enveloped me;  seaweed wrapped around my head. I went down to the roots of the mountains; to the land whose bars closed behind me forever, But you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD, my God. When I became faint, I remembered the LORD; My prayer came to you in your holy temple. Those who worship worthless idols abandon their hope for mercy. But I, with thankful voice, will sacrifice to you; What I have vowed I will pay: deliverance is from the LORD. Then the LORD commanded the fish to vomit Jonah upon dry land.” (Jah 2,1-11). Jesus will remain only three days in the womb of the earth, then his Father will raise him up and clothe him with eternal glory.

At that time, while still more people gathered in the crowd, Jesus said to them, “This generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, except the sign of Jonah. Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. At the judgment the queen of the south will rise with the men of this generation and she will condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and there is something greater than Solomon here. At the judgment the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation and condemn it, because at the preaching of Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than Jonah here.

Jonah says only a few words and all Nineveh is converted. Solomon has received from the Lord only a word of wisdom and the Queen of the South runs to hear him. Jesus, on the other hand, is the Eternal Light of the Father, His Truth, and His Life and no one is converted. He performs signs and wonders and everyone refuses to believe in Him. On the day of judgment both Nineveh and the Queen of the South will condemn this generation for its unbelief. They have not encountered God, but only men. They saw no signs. They just listened to words. For this they will condemn this generation. 
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us by true invincible faith into the Word of Christ the Lord.
